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From left: Alison Duke, VMD; Barbara Stapleton, DVM, FAVD, Dip. AVDC; and Kimberly Ford, DVM.
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Practice Makes Perfect
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When you walk into Barrington Animal Hospital, a cheerful staff greets you with such

enthusiasm you forget that you are walking into a hospital. The air smells clean and the

floors shine. A relaxing environment is key in a place where animals of all shapes and sizes

come for exams and treatments, which can sometimes be a stressful situation.

BARRINGTON ANIMAL HOSPITAL HAS BECOME A LANDMARK IN
the community, known for its excellent care and customer service, some-
thing the staff takes great pride in. The hospital’s history dates back to the
early 1930s when Albert G. Gieske founded the institution. Gieske con-
structed the building in 1934 on Northwest Highway where today it stands
in the same location. The hospital’s current owner, Dr. Barbara Stapleton,
acquired the practice in 1991 from Dr. James Jantz. Dr. Stapleton, who is

from Wilmette, shares a love of animals with her clients, as she should, but
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this wasn't always the case. She grew up scared of dogs. “I was chased by a
Miniature Schnauzer in first grade,” she said. It wasn’t until she wandered
into a pet store when she was 19, and fell in love with a puppy who needed to
be adopted, that she felt she found her true calling. “From that moment on [
knew I was going to be a veterinarian.” Dr. Stapleton attended the University
of Chicago for 2 1/2 years as an undergraduate, taking classes and waitress-
ing in between classes and on weekends. She was accepted to veterinarian

school at the University of Tllinois (early admission), where she spent four
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nesapatient’s X-ray.

years obtaining her degree. Upon graduating she took a job in Glenview where she became interested in
canine dentistry. “My boss bought the equipment for me,” said Stapleton. “I traveled to different practices
two to four weeks out of the year” In 1997, Dr. Stapleton obtained her diplomat status by passing a three-day
examination. She is the 42nd person in the world to obtain the status of a Diplomat of the American Veteri-
nary Dental College, and she is board certified in dentistry.

Dr. Stapleton has expanded her practice to include dentistry, even having a separate dental room in the
hospital. “I love dental cases,” said Dr. Stapleton. “I never do just dentistry, though. T do root canals, treat
periodontal problems, and extract teeth” Dr. Stapleton also works with police dogs to put crowns on their
teeth after they have had root canals. The hospital offers teeth cleaning, probing of the teeth, and X-rays.
What's most impressive is that Dr. Stapleton is a major dental referral. “People bring their pets from all over

to have dental work done.”

Rebuilding Quality Care

When Dr. Stapleton took over the practice in 1991, she revamped the whole clinic (The building hadn’t been
changed since the late 1960s when Dr. Jantz remodeled the exterior). “There was no inhalation or anesthe-
sia,” she said. “It was not equipped for modern medicine” Dr. Stapleton invested more than $1 million to

make the hospital a state-of-the-art facility. “I wanted to benefit the community so they could have a facility

From left: Dr. Kimberly Ford, DVM; Dr. Barbara Staple-
ton, DVM, FAVD, Dip. AVDC; and Dr. Alison Duke, VMD.
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Barbara Stapleton, DVM, FAVD, Dip. AVDC
+  Owner of Barrington Animal Hospital
since 1991
+  Attended University of lllinois at Chicago
for undergraduate degree; University of
lllinois for DVM degree, early admission
«  Pets: Jack, Black Lab, 12 years old
Alice, Black Lab, 6 years old
Roxie, Corgi mix, 10 years old (a rescue)
Maizy, Dachshund, g years old (rescued
from Midwest Dachshund)
Sir Charles Wellington, Hank Roger, and
Todd, Lab puppies, 4 months old

Alison Duke, VMD

+  On staff at Barrington Animal Hospital for
three years

« Raised in Barrington, born in Indiana

«  Attended University of Pennsylvania, VMD

«  Pets: Greta, German Wirehaired Pointer;
4 years old
Poppy, cat; 12 years old (rescue)

Kimberly Ford, DVM
«  Onstaff at Barrington Animal Hospital
for g years

«  Bornin Barrington; raised in Palatine

«  Attended University of lllinois for DVM
degree; early admission to vet school

«  Pets: Miniature Pinschers: Erika, 15 years
Pippin, 12 years old
Finnigan, 5 years old (All rescues)

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A VET

Dr. Stapleton outlines a typical day working at
the hospital.

. See clients from 9-11 a.m.

«  Surgery from 11 am. until 2 or 3 p.m.
«  Have lunch

+  See clients from 3-6 p.m. or 4-8 p.m.
+  Make follow up phone calls






